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This Week / Time-Sensitive


2026-2027 PTA Leadership Update
Thank you to everyone who participated in our recent PTA election. We’re excited to announce the elected board for the 2026–2027 school year:
• President: Kirby White
• Vice President: Amanda Heinz
• Secretary (Co): Erica Sweany & Maggie Schulze
• Treasurer: Rhett Hadman
A huge thank you to these individuals for stepping up and accepting their nominations, and to our entire community for your continued support of the PTA.
Top of Form
🌟 PTA Awards Nominations Are Open!
This is the time of year when we celebrate the incredible volunteers who go above and beyond. The Washington State PTA offers three prestigious awards to recognize these contributions.
🏆 Golden Acorn Award
Honors exceptional volunteer service to the PTA and our school community. This award recognizes individuals who demonstrate outstanding dedication to supporting children and youth through their efforts.
📣 Outstanding Advocate Award
Recognizes those who have made a meaningful impact on the health, safety, welfare, and education of children through advocacy. This is a Washington State PTA award, acknowledged at the state level.
🍎 Outstanding Educator Award
Celebrates an educator who goes beyond expectations to create a fun, engaging, and impactful learning environment. Nominees may include teachers, assistants, specialists, support staff, administrators, or community members.
✨ Who can be nominated?
PTA members, volunteers, educators, and community members who make a difference in the lives of our students.
📌 Selection Criteria:
Nominees are evaluated based on their service to the school, PTA, and community—especially those who consistently go above and beyond.
Deadline: May 14
Questions? VicePresident@maplehillspta.com
👉 Submit your nomination here:
https://forms.gle/eySNwGHhwxqzCxaPA
👉 Please submit one nomination form per person, per category.
💛 Take a moment to recognize someone who makes Maple Hills such a special place. Your nomination helps shine a light on the people who make a lasting impact on our kids every day!
Bottom of Form



Ridwell Collection Update ♻️
Our Ridwell collection is complete! Thank you to everyone who contributed! Ridwell will be back at Maple Hills on May 28 to pick up all the plastic film we’ve gathered.
Want to keep the momentum going? You can sign up here:
https://get.ridwell.com/maple-hills
Our goal is to have 10 Maple Hills families sign up. Every household makes a difference!
By sending your plastic film to Ridwell, you’re helping reduce landfill waste, prevent pollution, and give hard-to-recycle materials a second life, protecting our local environment and the planet.
Let’s keep plastic film out of the landfill, especially the one right in our backyard, and continue making a positive impact together 💚

📚 Read-a-Thon Update
Excitement is building at Maple Hills! 🎉 Majestic made a special appearance at school, and the kids had an absolute blast celebrating reading together. The energy was high, the smiles were big, and the enthusiasm for the Read-a-Thon is stronger than ever!
💰 As of today, we’ve raised $6,145.00!
Every minute read and every donation is helping us move closer to our goal.
👉 Donate here:
https://www.givebacks.com/causes/e2062416-a13c-4576-8be7-4584c324044e/campaigns/b7f6a4c7ca13
⏰ The Read-a-Thon ends May 1st—let’s finish strong!
Students can keep the momentum going by working toward another Bingo—or even a blackout!—by Friday to earn more prizes. 🎉
🏆 School-wide goals we’re working toward:
• DJ Request Lunch with music 🎶
• PJ Glow Stick Dance Party Day ✨
• All-school recess with a treat 🍦
💡 Why this matters
The PTA supports so many important initiatives at Maple Hills—from classroom enrichment and community events to student support and school-wide programs. These programs require both funding and people to make them happen.

Over the past few years, we’ve seen a significant drop in volunteers. Simply put, without enough volunteers, we can’t continue running large-scale events like auctions the way we have in the past. So we’re shifting—being more thoughtful and sustainable in how we fundraise.
💡 Double Your Impact
Did you know many employers will match your donation? That means you can double your support for Maple Hills at no extra cost!
🔎 Check if your employer participates:
https://maplehillspta.com/Page/PTA/Employer%20Matching
The Maple Hills PTA is a registered nonprofit (Tax ID: 91-1114800).
If you need assistance with employer matching, please contact:
📧 Treasurer@maplehillspta.com
🎉 Bonus Fun!
We’re wrapping up the Read-a-Thon with a Sno-King Skating Night! Use the event code and 50% will be donated back to Maple Hills—a fun way to celebrate and give back at the same time.
Your support through the Read-a-Thon is more important than ever—let’s keep the momentum going! 
Top of Form
💙 Staff Appreciation Week is Coming – Let’s Turn the Page on Something Special! 💙
📅 May 4–8
Staff Appreciation Week is right around the corner, and we’re ready to celebrate the incredible Maple Hills teachers and staff who help our students write their stories every single day! 📚✨
📂 Be on the lookout!
Check your student’s purple folder for a flyer with daily themes and details on what to send in each day. We can’t wait to spoil our teachers and make this a Staff Appreciation Week “for the books!”
🙌 Get Involved
Keep an eye out for a SignUpGenius with opportunities to help through donations, time, and thoughtful gestures. Every little bit helps us add another chapter of appreciation to this special week!
🌟 Community Support & Sponsor Shout-Outs
We couldn’t tell this story without the amazing support from our local businesses:
· QFC – $50 donation
· Safeway - $25 donation
· Nothing Bundt Cakes – 60 bundtinis (a sweet ending to any chapter!)
· Starbucks – 4 traveler coffee containers ☕
· Top Pot Doughnuts – 2 dozen donated (with purchase of 2 dozen 🍩)
· Once Upon a Coconut – 6 cases of coconut water
· Trader Joe’s – Snacks and Treats
Their generosity helps us show our staff they’re truly the heroes of our story!
🎁 Want to Add Your Own Plot Twist of Kindness?
Looking for a simple, meaningful way to brighten a teacher’s week?
📖 Check out your teacher’s Favorite Things list:
https://maplehillspta.com/Page/PTA/Staff%20Appreciation
📚 Stop by Island Books to pick up a gift card for your favorite teacher—supporting Maple Hills while you’re at it!
Let’s come together to bookmark this week as one to remember and remind our staff they are truly the heart of every great story 💙Bottom of Form


School Programs
🎨 Art Without Borders: Exploring Our World Through Art
📅 May 15 | 5:30 - 7:30 PM
Join us for the Maple Hills Elementary Art Walk, featuring the incredible work of our very own student artists! Take a trip around the world as each grade level showcases artwork inspired by different regions:
· Kindergarten: North & Central America 
· 1st Grade: South America 
· 2nd Grade: Asia & the Middle East 
· 3rd Grade: Australia & Oceania 
· 4th Grade: Africa 
· 5th Grade: Europe 
Travel through the halls and experience a global gallery of creativity, culture, and storytelling.
In addition to the Art Walk, the school will be hosting a Multicultural Night in the MPR, organized by Maple Hills staff and families. This community-led experience celebrates the many cultures within Maple Hills through engaging displays representing Cuba, St. Croix, Mexico, India, Southern India, Vietnam, Japan, China, Korea, Taiwan, South Africa, Spain, Romania, Sweden, and Germany. The evening will also feature a dragon dance performance, adding to the vibrant celebration.
The Maple Hills community has also invited a few food trucks to be on-site during the event. Please remember that no food or drinks are on campus.
🗓️ A full schedule of events for the evening will be shared soon.
👋 A volunteer sign-up will be coming soon—thank you for helping make this event a success!

Fundraisers & Restaurant Nights

🌸 Fuchsia Baskets 🌸
Pickup Information
Pickup Date Change: May 7 | 3:00 - 8:00 PM 
📍 Maple Hills Pool Parking Lot, 15256 204th Ave SE, Renton, WA 98059

⛸️ Read-a-Thon Finale: Sno-King Skate Night!
Celebrate the end of our Read-a-Thon with a fun night on the ice!
Friday, May 1 | 7:00  –8:30 PM (Add to your calendar)
📍 Sno-King Ice Arena, 12620 164th Ave SE, Renton, WA 98059
Join our school community for an all-school skate night—just select the public session when booking.
🎟 Use code: S2RMHES4
✨ 50% of your purchase is donated to our PTA!
(Code valid through August 31, 2026)
👉 Book here: https://apps.daysmartrecreation.com/dash/x/#/online/snoking/event-registration?facility_ids=2&sport_ids=41&date=2026-05-01
Come celebrate, skate, and support our biggest fundraiser of the year!

Ben & Jerry’s – Thursday, May 21 | 12:00 - 9:00 PM
📍 1011 NE High St, Suite 103, Issaquah, WA 98029
Beach Day Spirit Day is happening the same day! Wear your beachy best and stop by Ben & Jerry’s to enjoy a treat and support our school. Every scoop makes a difference!

Seattle Mariners Baseball Night – Saturday, May 16 | First Pitch: 4:15 PM
Location: T-Mobile Park, 1250 1st Ave S. Seattle, WA 98134 (100 & 300 Level)
Join other Maple Hills families for a fun night at the park!

⚾ Ticket Fundraisers
Tacoma Rainiers Baseball Ticket Fundraiser 
Every ticket sold brings us one step closer to a visit from Rhubarb the Reindeer!
Game Day: Sunday, June 14
First Pitch: 1:35 PM | Gates Open: 12:00 PM
Location: Cheney Stadium, 2502 S. Tyler St., Tacoma, WA 98405
Ordering Deadline: Friday, May 15 at Midnight 
Order your tickets here: https://maplehillspta.com/Packet/Tacoma%20Rainiers/CustomContentPacketPage/1

Special Education Updates
Special Education PTSA General Membership Meeting
Monday, May 4, 2026
📍 Location:
Skyline High School, 1122 228th Ave SE, Sammamish, WA 98075
This is the final General Membership Meeting of the 2025–2026 school year. They’ll wrap up the year, share updates, and celebrate all that their PTA community has accomplished. More details to come! Non-members are welcome, all are encouraged to attend!
🌟 Highlights Include:
✦ Athletes for Kids will share information about their program
✦ Learn about student transitions from Tammy Unruh
✦ Nominations and elections for the 2026–2027 Board
👉🏼 They are still accepting nominations for Vice President!
Please contact A'me Dunn at amedunn@gmail.com as soon as possible to express interest or nominate someone.

📣 Parent Power Hour
🕙 WHEN: Fridays | 10:00 –11:00 AM
📍 WHERE: Issaquah Community Center, 301 Rainier Blvd S, Issaquah, WA 98027
A monthly, in-person meetup to help families navigate all things special education—psych evaluations, IEPs/504 Plans, extended school options, and more.

🍩 Donuts with Directors (Q&A)
📅 May 18 | 10:00 – 11:30 AM
📍 ISD Administration Building
For more information, visit the Issaquah School District Special Services webpage or the Issaquah Special Education PTSA website and Facebook group for updates and resources.

Repeat Info

Watch D.O.G.S. & Watch M.O.M.S.
Be a positive presence at school; help with recess games, lunchroom fun, traffic flow, and more.
Sign up below!
May Sign-up | June Sign-up

❤️ Support Resources

Community Clothing Closet - Spring Clothing Fest
Pickering Barn, 1730 10th Ave NW, Issaquah, WA 98027
Donation Day: April 27 | 12 – 5 pm
We gladly ACCEPT clean, gently used or new spring & summer clothes for men, women, and kids in all sizes. We currently DO NOT accept stained, torn, or heavily worn items, used undergarments, used socks, or used swimsuits, infant/toddler clothing, shoes, jewelry, housewares.
Community Shopping Day: April 29
Information at: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61579299562366 

MHE Food Pantry Update
If you or someone you know could use extra groceries, please reach out. We offer breakfast, lunch, dinner items, and complete meal kits. Items can be sent home discreetly with students or picked up in the main office.

Contact Ms. Tapper at tapperj@issaquah.wednet.edu for food assistance.

Stay Connected with Maple Hills PTA!
We share important updates, events, and volunteer opportunities through our social channels. Staying informed helps our community thrive.
Follow us:
Facebook | Instagram | Website
Getting the word out is vital, together, we make Maple Hills Elementary stronger! 

We LOVE Feedback!
• Questions or unsubscribe: Communications@MapleHillsPTA.com
• Join & volunteer: maplehillspta.givebacks.com/shop
• Scholarships: President@MapleHillsPTA.com
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